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SEX OFFENDER MANAGEMENT SQUAD 
Grievance 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [9.11 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Police and it relates 
to the management of registered sex offenders in Western Australia, in particular the management of these 
offenders in regional and remote areas. Sex offenders are managed by the sex offender management squad, which 
does a good job, but it is always looking for more resources because the number of people that it is managing 
seems to be growing at a very rapid rate. It has come to light that, particularly in regional Western Australia, there 
are some gaps in the management of sex offenders, partially to do with resources and partially to do with the size 
and breadth of our state. 

This issue came to light recently in an article in The Sunday Times and on the PerthNow website that was written 
by Grant Taylor titled, “Dad claims police failed to protect son”. The article pointed out that there was a registered 
sex offender living in the south west of our state and that this person was getting up to absolutely no good. He was 
getting involved with local community groups, setting up websites and soliciting funds for running, I think, camps 
for young people. It is quite clear that the majority of his activity seemed to be catered towards ingratiating himself 
with the local community and grooming potential victims—young children. The family of one of those victims 
spoke to the press after it was eventually discovered that this man was up to his nefarious ways. The man was 
charged, and I think he ended up being charged with 53 serious offences. I am told that he has pleaded guilty to 
all the charges—I am trying very hard to not identify the case or the victim—and he is now awaiting sentencing. 
It is quite clear that this person slipped through the cracks despite being a registered sex offender. He committed 
the sex offences that were the subject of his registration overseas in another jurisdiction before coming to 
Western Australia. Anecdotally, and from court evidence, it appears as though a lot of sex offenders move to 
regional Western Australia once their jail terms are over, partially for a new start, but many people would say that 
it is also because they come to the conclusion that by moving to regional Western Australia, they may be able to 
escape the full gaze of the sex offender management squad. In the case of this gentleman, the sex offender 
management squad had access to his online details, passwords and codes for all his online work, yet he was able 
to run this website that solicited donations supposedly for running children’s camps in central Australia, I think, 
in the case of this particular person. It was quite clearly a grooming site. He was also getting involved in church 
groups and the like. 

As I said, the sex offender management squad does a great job, but the further away specialist squads are from 
Perth, the further stretched they are, be it the fraud squad or any other such group. As a result of the family of one 
of the victims going public with their concerns and engaging with their local member, whom I put on the record 
as the member for Vasse, who has dealt with this matter very sympathetically, the family has turned their mind to 
what they can do to prevent others from falling into the same trap and from other victims being created. Apart from 
better resourcing the sex offender management squad—that would be welcomed because there are 3 500 registered 
sex offenders around Western Australia and, as I said, the number is growing—a solution that the family 
suggested, which, I put to the minister has significant merit, is that rather than simply relying on a centralised 
squad in regional communities, perhaps it would make more sense to also inform the officer in charge of the local 
police station or local police stations if it is a wider region. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: That’s what happens. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It did not happen in this case. It is quite clear that in this case the officer in charge 
was not aware. The officer in charge should be given further power to communicate such knowledge to his or her 
officers. We know that in regional areas in particular police are very active in their local communities and the more 
information that is disseminated to officers on the ground — 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: — the more likely it is that these perpetrators and potential perpetrators are caught 
before they cause any more harm or damage. 

Today what I seek from the Minister for Police is some indication of the process of informing the local officers in 
charge and the protocols for local police on the ground, the local constables and senior constables who are around 
in the community, of finding out about these registered sex offenders, not to publicly name and shame them but 
so they can do the job that they are empowered to do—protect our community. If they see these people getting 
involved in local community groups or actively trying to groom children, they can pull them aside and perhaps 
warn the local community in their way. Rather than getting stuck on the protocols and niceties that seem to be 
protecting the perpetrators, let us get serious and make sure that every police person out there on the beat can see 
these people and stop them from acting in their nefarious ways. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.18 am]: The Community Protection 
(Offender Reporting) Act 2004 was proclaimed in December 2004. It is an act of Parliament that I introduced into 
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this place earlier that year and for the first time offender reporting had to occur in Western Australia. I reflect on 
putting in place that offender reporting regime as one of the great achievements of the Gallop government. 
I welcome the member’s comments on the issue that he raised today and the concerns about that individual case. 
Unfortunately, though, he is poorly informed about the police practice and I am pleased to be able to enlighten 
him about it. The sex offender management squad is based in Perth. It is known as the SOMS and it is responsible 
for managing reportable sex offenders under the act. As you well may know, Mr Speaker—clearly, the member 
for Burns Beach and the member for Darling Range already know—those offenders are managed in regional and 
country areas by local police, so there is, as I understand, no issue with the sharing of information. The officers in 
charge of local police stations in country areas know and have a list of all those offenders and they are, with the 
guidance of the sex offender management squad, responsible for managing reportable sex offenders outside the 
metropolitan area. I can advise the member for Hillarys that his request has been in place for very many years. 
Reportable sex offenders who live in regional areas are not managed on a day-to-day basis from Perth; they are 
managed by local police in the districts that they live in. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member, you have had your say. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Local police are aware of the reportable offenders in their areas. Police conduct a variety 
of proactive actions on reportable offenders depending on their perceived risk. Obviously, the intelligence and 
other information—for example, if someone is accessing computers or websites and the like—can be monitored 
from Perth and the police receive assistance from the sex offender management squad, but these offenders are 
managed locally. In the majority of cases, if one of these sex offenders goes missing, the name of the offender is 
published and they are generally located by the police very quickly. I can certainly advise the member for Hillarys 
that the request that he has made for local police to be informed and not kept in the dark is a request that has 
effectively already been met, and it has been in place for years. If the member had spoken to me ahead of this 
grievance or if he had spoken to the OIC of any police station or, indeed, just about any police officer, they would 
have been able to inform him of that. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys! You had your say; there were no interjections. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Under that act, if someone is a reportable sex offender, that communication is made to the 
local police. It is their responsibility to manage them locally. Other intelligence is collected centrally. 
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